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ABSTRACT

The research paper aims to analyze the situatiberevthe old order of any of the ways of living pathe way
for some new and awe-inspiring modes of living, #mdws open a plethora of opportunities for theakex sections of
society, to mull over some new terrains of reveMie. are living in an ever changing and evolving ldioHowever, the
change has never been as speedy as it has be#reftast two decades. New strides in technology suience have
transformed the world where some new possibilii@ge emerged and seem to have empowered the shijgttt little
skill. The paper shows that, the women from wealeetions of society who opt for surrogacy, a new wafearning and

also a new form of exploitation.
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INTRODUCTION

Kishwar Desai’'s novel Origins of Love (2012), takeslian fiction to the realms of that social reglivhere
writerly imagination breeds that imaginative pamaptalia, where science and technology open up &wve thematic
concerns that have never been dealt with, eafllee.concept of motherhood has been so much rewnlaé that, a whole
new social reality becomes the buzz word for trad@l motherhood. This text under analysis brings toncept of
commercialized motherhood, where the womb is hfoedthe span of nine months and the hired motheetarn gets
economic dividends. However, the process does ring leasy money, as the surrogate mother has te ghasugh
physical and psychological traumas. In this agglobalization, the equations of geopolitics, traa®l commerce and
motherhood and even family, are constantly chanddoudphash,, who runs a surrogacy clinic in Gurgaonders over the
ever changing dynamics of motherhood. “Subhastectftl that, globalization had made motherhood cexp@lmost
beyond belief-and its boundaries were constantiffiisty, as everyone searched for the immaculateeption and birth”
(74). The practice of surrogacy may also disrupgt ittea of family, where a mother ends up givinghbio her own
daughter’s child, since the daughter is not in sitgm to carry an infant to full term “. IVF hadnonly transformed the

destiny of women, it had also completely disrugtezlidea of a family” (75).

As time rolls by, the concepts, theories and wdydoing things have undergone tremendous changegeAder
has come out of the heteronormative circles anddmmized other forms of gender in the recemtets, same is the case
of motherhood that can even nurture itself ouhefd¢onjugal bond. So, ‘gender’ and ‘surrogacy’ &amt to establish that,
“reality” is not as fixed as we generally assummibe. The concept of ‘surrogacy’ has been qultezz word for the last
one and a half decades. It has drawn the flak, elsag attraction of common populace, respectivet&pand legal

paraphernalia. Kishwar Desai, in Origins of Lovemes out with the dismal picture of Indian women,owdpt for
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surrogacy as the multiple glitches involved in egecy add to their woes, as the commodificatiorthef womb only
promotes the culture of ‘use and throw'. They argjacted to that kind of pre-natal and post-napgiressive apparatus,
that, only makes the second binary less powerfok @motional and psychological trauma that theogate mother must
be undergoing in a form of legitimized violenceng$ to mind what Derrida has written in his famdagok of

Grammatology

...But, it also denudes that, that which since thewtioned as the proper, the so-called propérstitute of the
deferred proper, perceived by the social and nmmasciousness as the proper, the reassuring sselfédentity,
the secret” (Derrida: 112).

As gender is not confined to only male and femsilmjlarly, Surrogacy has also cemented the bonddmt gay
and lesbian couples as they see the ray of hopesurrogate mother who may provide them with ad¢chilat otherwise
would not have been possible. The textual analysissents the case, where gay and lesbian coupkds tse
circumnavigate the non-normative circle, where gpaéinood’ comes out of the strictly defined ‘heteonative’ approach
and perches itself on the ever changing dynamidgeoforms in which the areas of utter impossii®é create the new
pathways of post-structural and post-modern thigkivhere the watertight compartments of the eafliexd realities
throw open some equations that may take some timéhéir existence. The ontological structures dbabey the laws of
fixed identities. As Judith Butler has rightly aged

This issue has become more acute as we consideusarew forms of tendering that have emergedght lof
transgenderism and transsexuality, lesbian and pgagnting, new butch and femme identities. When wahg, for

instance, do some butch lesbians who become pdreatsne “dads” and others become “moms™? (Butléi):. X

Lydia and Nicolas, the gay French couple, providelmbanter as they are debunked by various orgémizafor
using Indian women as surrogates since this peotity promotes immorality. Radhika had been usethis couple and
she has been shown as one of the most exploitedgsies as merely a sixteen year old girl undergoesgacy twice

with only a gap of six months.

One thing that comes out vividly while analyzinge ttext is that poor women undergo the kind of meldic
procedure that only promises more wealth to theéatsaoncerned “The profit was over 1000 percecthbse the main
cost remained organizing the surrogate and mongdner for nine months” (110). This kind of devetmgnt adds more
intrigue to the drama. Most of the surrogates pcedehildren in the western world and money is nost@int for them.
Sometimes the amount doubles when the gay andatesbuples demand the services of a surrogate métheever, the
major chunk of money goes to the doctors and cosiarisagents. The poor ladies like Reena and Pgeein for
surrogacy whose own children die of malnutritiomeRa’s child dies unwept before her fifth birthdayd “No one in the
family had been perturbed since the deaths of lgals/were a routine occurrence” (283). It is tatp see what happens
with these surrogates. Most of the surrogates diialbbecome surrogates not for themselves, buthigir families. Here
giving birth is tantamount to giving economic sétguto others. The easy availability of surrogadesl their readiness to
plunge themselves into the morass without knowingimabout the procedural violence and hiccups spealumes of

their suppressed identity and knowledge. One maneative option for women is to donate their eggs.
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The young girls like Radhika start donating thejge from the age of adolescence, as the scrupdimtsrs like
Dr. Ganguly (as shown in the text) harvests thes@ggproduce multiple embryos to churn out dolemd pounds, from

commissioning parents.

Motherhood, (surrogate mothers) which is a signattract disassociates itself from the crude emstiamd the
sense of attachment, with the newborn baby is seiey the dictates of the signed contract. Reetlaisrtext is shown to
be the victim of emotional violence that generaltymes with the birth of a child. However, Preetother surrogate
mother makes her understand the reality; “In tsdas they had been given in the hospital, theyblesa clearly told
that, they had to divide their heads from theirrtgaand realize from day one that they should haweemotional
attachment to the child, in their womb” (288).

In this scheme of technological bonanza, ‘zygote®d ‘embryos’ become the centre of attraction,tagoes
through a very different kind of gestation periahere the natural selection and the act becomesust denaturalized
that, human existence is also possible in a laboratvhere the embryo becomes a fetus and ultimastymes the full
form, and goes to the brave new world, where thaataralized identities undertake the whole newney. The textual
analysis shows India to be the hub of surrogatesiig, where the clinics like Madonna and ChildGargaon create
the new pathways for assisted reproduction; “Whalldidrave imagined a few years ago that sperm agd #gwn in
from all over the world would be turned into babies India?” (248). The text throws the hint, whesarprising
developments create whole new possibilities, wieanéryonic stem cell surgeries are the new weapotisei armory of
the doctors, to fight and cure deadly diseases.riaonic cells are the miracle cure and the healihgny part of the body
is no less than a miracle; “They had the powerate tthe shape of whatever damaged part of the thelyhad been

injected into and provide a replacement” (426).

Different metropolitan locations shown in this téike Mumbai, Gurgaon, Delhi and London internatibize the
act of surrogacy, where different hues of womanhaid exploitation associated with it, come to thef The position
and occupation of the Sub Inspector Diwan Nath Metmtd his boss Nazir Ali in Mumbai, as a custoniiiaf prepares
them to deal with all types of legal and illegahsmnments. Their derogatory and instigating remaitiout the suspected
material (embryos in containers), show their indigon towards this development. Mehta comes ouh wite more
possibility, where the fair-skinned children of migate mother would be inducted in the sex trade. dpines,”
These embryos could be implanted into women to ywedair-skinned children, who would then be ineédcinto the sex
trade” (420). In other metropolitan area (Delhijyregacy assumes the bigger pedestal, that giveis ta political
intrigues, where the crisis in political affairs yniae brought back to normalcy by resorting to sgay. Sonia’s choice to
become the surrogate for the British couple, isatti@d by Rohit as he wants her to act as a suedgaRenu madam and
Vineet Bhai, the political leaders of the countfe dire need for a political heir, throws open thapter of intrigues in
political circles. Sonia finds herself flanked thetpolitics of caste, where her being a Dalit worheings her less honor
and grace in spite of the fact that, she was gtorifpe political heir. And, the next place (Londdo@comes the place of
the busiest activities, for the mouthpiece of thées, Simran Singh, who embarks on a journey tgl&md, to find the
actual causes of baby Amelia’s medical conditiohe Ecientific and technological wonder, whose n@&rgurrogacy is
rampantly practiced in Gurgaon, where the fertitityics, raise motherhood to that level, wherénitls its reincarnation.
It is in Gurgaon that, the writer describes hempoif view through the process of surrogacy thabhes with its own pros

and cons. The air in London is such that, it presithe much needed oxygen for couples, when thakydbthe calendar
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and devise the ways to look for Indian surrogafé® story of Ben and Kate located in London ispgredicament of filial
love, whose ripples only spread acute depressindreyne for the couple. Their search for a childssindndia when, they
adopt the abandoned child baby Amelia and takédaek to London, and tread the path of parenthood.

The practice of surrogacy is intrinsically linkedttwwomen and their tendency to fit in with the adulous
reproductive drama, in which the ‘zygote’ turnsoirgn ‘embryo’ and then takes the form of a fetusisTtwenty first
century condition, invites the feminists to pondeer and explore the new terrains of feminist agtiwwhere the concept
of victim and victimizer has become wider and netedse scrutinized, from a different perspectivd ana way interrupts
the feminist discourse and ideology. Jaspal SiRgtyeen Kaur Khanna and Arvind Khanna opine in tbgards; “So,
apart from the traditional form of violence of patchy and its other allied forces, the violenceayated through the help

of technology on the womb of the mother, is the ofiviolence by practicing non-violent ideology'3)
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